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TOTAL PRECIPITATION, INCHES 
December 22-December 28, 1975 
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NATIONAL WEATHER SUMMARY 
For the Week of December 22-28 

Meantime precipitation from a weakening frontal 
system in the West produced scattered rainshowers 


and snow at higher elevations from Washington to 
central California and into western Nevada. 





HIGHLIGHTS: Seasonably cold weather over much of 
the eastern third of the Nation contrasted above 
normal temperatures that ringed the northern 

border States--from the Great Lakes region to the 
Pacific Northwest--during the week. In the West a 
winter storm produced rain and snow in the northern 
and central Rockies, then moved into the southern 
Plains. Meantime a storm in the East spread 


however, the western winter storm 
gathered strength. Moving from southern Arizona 
into the southern Rockies, the system produced 
rain that turned to snow at higher elevations. 
Other precipitation included freezing drizzle from 


On Tuesday, 


precipitation from the Great Lakes region into 
New England. 


Heavy snowfall that ended in the Northeast over 
the weekend turned to snow mixed with freezing 
rain and sleet over the coastal sections on Monday. 
Before moving out to sea, though, the storm piled 
22 inches of snow on Hampton, N.H. and over a foot 
on Portland, Me. Located just off the New England 
coast, the intense low was responsible for pre- 
cipitation and strong northerly winds over thearea. 


northern Oklahoma into much of Kansas and rain or 
snow across the Pacific Northwest into the northern 
Intermountain region. 

At midday the coldest temperatures gripped an 
area from northeast New York into northern New 
England where the mercury halted in the teens. 
Limited readings above 40° turned up in southern 
Florida, the Gulf Coast area, the Southwest, and 
along the Pacific Coast. Temperatures remained 
in the teens around the upper Midwest and hovered 
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DEPARTURE OF AVERAGE TEMPERATURE FROM NORMAL (°F) 
December 22-December 28, 1975 


National Weather Service, NOAA 


Shoded Areas 
Normal or Above 


ae Southern Limit of 
Freezing Weather 


_. _.. Southern Limi. of 
Zero Temperatures 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 








around zero in the extreme Northeast. 


Once again the winter storm weakened as it moved 


further into the southern Plains on Wednesday. 
Though little new snow occurred in the area, snow 
mixed with rain continued to ice the highways. 

A low pressure center in southeast Texas took 
credit for a variety of precipitation throughout 
most of Texas and Oklahoma into western Arkansas 
and parts of New Mexico and Colorado. Snow piled 
up in the mountains of southwest Texas, then 
tapered off after reaching a depth of 6 inches in 
places. 

When heavy thundershowers lashed portions of 
Texas at midweek, tornadoes accompanied by golf 
ball size hail and high winds caused some damage. 

Highlighting Thursday's weather map, snow 
extended across the northern tier of States from 
New England to the Pacific Coastal mountain range, 
dipping into northern Pennsylvania, the Ohio 
Valley, southern Missouri, and northern Arkansas. 

During the early morning hours temperatures 
in New England plunged well below zero in many 
locations. Nationwide, Houlton, Me. was the 
coldest with a reading of -32°. 

In the afternoon a developing storm threatened 
portions of the East from the Great Lakes to New 
England. Midday snowfall covered an area from 
eastern Oklahoma and northern Arkansas into the 
lower Ohio Valley. Centered over northern Missis- 
sippi, the storm made its way toward New England 
in the evening, leaving behind a band of precipi- 
tation from the Atlantic Coast into Missouri and 
Arkansas. 

Meantime another weather system moving in from 
the Pacific carried rain and some snow inland into 
the Pacific Northwest and northern California. 


Seasonal but unwelcome conditions dominated the 
Northeast on Friday. Heavy snow warnings put 


travelers on the lookout for up to 4 inch@™ of 
snow in some areas. > 

Moving slowly throughout northeast U.S.", the 
winter storm delivered precipitation to the north 
Atlantic States. Ahead of the storm center warm 
air moving northward created widespread feg and 
heavy rains. Warmer rains came on the heels of 
snow and freezing rains in many sections. Up to 
2 inches of rain from northern New Jersey into 
southern New England triggered some flash floods. 

Meanwhile rain with some snow in the mountains 
was widespread over the northern half of the 
Pacific Coast region and inland into much of the 
Rockies. Light snow fell across Missouri and 
northern Arkansas, North Dakota,and eastern 
Ohio Valley Regions. 

When the low pressure system in New England 
moved northward on Saturday, snow changed to rain 
or drizzle. During the day precipitation in a 
variety of forms focused on the northern half of 
the Nation. Scattered activity encompassed the 
upper Plains, northern Rockies, and Northwest 
Coast. Mostly rain occurred in the interior. In 
the northern Rockies a cold front moving eastward 
gave rise to rain and snow that extended into 
the northern Intermountain region and changed to 
showers in the Pacific Northwest. Not far away 
a developing storm system spread rain and snow 
over parts of Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa,and Missouri. 

Pushed along by a moving warm front, light snow 
persisted in eastern portions of the central 
Plains and middle Mississippi Valley on Sunday. 

Light rain and snow still dominated the weather 
picture in the Nation‘s interior, where snow 
covered central portions of Illinois and Indiana 
and ranged from West Virginia to the Great Lakes 
region. Thunderstorms dumped locally heavy rains 
in southeast Texas, then moved northeast into 
Louisiana. 
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY 
For the Week of December 22-28 


HIGHLIGHTS: Rain and subnormal temperatures 
hampered field activities in most Southern States. 
Combining of the 1975 soybean crop is virtually 
complete in all States. By December 28, cotton 
harvesting was over 95% complete in the ll major 
producing States. Warmer temperatures would 
improve winter wheat condition in much of the 
southern Great Plains, which continued below 
normal. Freezing temperatures continued to con- 
cern Florida citrus growers. 


SMALL GRAINS: Cold and freezing temperatures 
over much of the South slowed or stopped small 
grain growth. Warmer weather and precipitation 
are needed in most southern areas of the western 
Great Plains. 

Winter wheat condition remains unchanged from 
the previous week in Kansas. Minimal wind blow- 
ing occurred in the south central areas. Top- 
soil moisture was generally adequate statewide, 
but subsoil moisture continues short in the West. 
Greenbug activity continues in some areas of the 
State. In Oklahoma, wheat continues in fair to 
good condition, but growth was stopped by cold 
and dry soil in many areas. Greenbug infesta- 
tions were widespread and some damage was evident 
despite a heavy spray program. Texas wheat also 
made slow growth because of short moisture and 
cold weather. Recent rain and snow furnished 
light moisture in the High Plains, while good 
to excellent precipitation favored the rest of 
the State. Most wheat stands now need warm 
weather for favorable growth. 

Wheat and other fall sown small grain stands 
vary widely from State to State with the availa- 
bility of moisture supplies. Small grain stands 
were in fair to good condition in most areas of 
the South and Southeast; good to excellent in 
Illinois; good in Arizona; and in need of mois- 
ture for growth and germination in California. 


COTTON: Cotton picking maintained rapid progress 
during much of the week, until impeded by inclem- 
ent weather. Harvest of the 1975 crop was fin- 
ished or nearing completion in most States. By 
December 28, harvest reached 97% complete, much 
ahead of the 1974 and average levels. 

In Texas, cotton harvest was nearing completion 
even though ice and snow at midweek brought opera- 
tions to a standstill on the High and Low Plains. 
Harvest was 96% finished, well ahead of 90% in 
1974 and the average 87%. Gins were able to 
catch up with backlogs, ginning ricks, and mod- 
ules. Cotton was 94% harvested in Mississippi 
versus 89% in 1974 and the usual 97%. Rain kept 
pickers out of the fields much of the week. In 
Oklahoma, cotton harvesting was nearly 75% fin- 
ished, much ahead of 56% a year ago. Elsewhere 
in the South, harvest was virtually complete in 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, and South Carolina. Cold, wet con- 
ditions and the Christmas holiday slowed field- 
work in Georgia,and only a few scattered fields 
remain unharvested in Alabama. 

Cotton harvest was virtually complete in New 
Mexico and 90 to 95% finished in Arizona. Cotton 
was mostly harvested in California, except in 
the Imperial Valley. 


OTHER CROPS: Harvest of the 1975 soybean crop 
is virtually complete. In North Carolina, com- 
bining reached 94% versus 97% in 1974 and average 
92%. Harvest was slow in Mississippi, where 98% 
of the crop was harvested against 94% a year ago 
and the normal 96%. Harvest was virtually com- 


plete in Alabama, Oklahoma, and Virginia. 


Growers in Kentucky and Virginia were busy 
stripping and preparing tobacco to sell when 
warehouses reopen after the holidays. In North 
Carolina flue-cured tobacco bed preparations 
were well along and in South Carolina, growers 
were fumigating tobacco beds. 

Florida sugarcane harvesting continues in full 
swing. Sugarbeet development was unusually well 
advanced in Arizona. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Freezing temperatures continued 
to cause problems in the upper citrus growing 
areas in Florida. Temperatures varied in the 
traditionally cold spots. Subfreezing with some 
Slush ice in fruit was reported, but the advanced 
fruit maturity should prevent fruit loss. Cold 
induced good fruit color and tree dormancy. 
Processing and fresh market harvesting were in 
full swing. California's navel orange harvest 
was increasing; size was small and color good. 
Desert grapefruit were maturing slowly. Lemons 
in the Santa Barbara area need moisture to im- 
prove size. The Texas citrus harvest was slowed 
by rain. 

Dry weather required early irrigation in Cali- 
fornia orchards. Pruning and dormant spraying 
was general. Pruning, tree removal, and rodent 
control activities were common in Washington. 

In Oregon, growers were pruning pear trees and 
berries. Peach tree pruning was active in South 
Carolina. 

Pecan harvest was almost complete in Alabama 
and virtually complete in south central and cen- 
tral Texas. Mississippi harvest reached 95% 
complete slightly ahead of last year's level. 

In Texas, most activity was concentrated in the 
Cross-Timbers and along the Red River areas. 


VEGETABLES: Florida vegetable crops continued 
to suffer from cold temperatures through midweek. 
Light frost and leafburn damage occurred. Plant 
growth and fruit maturity coupled with the holi- 
day slowdown reduced total volume by nearly 50%. 
All crops were down sharply in volume. Straw- 
berry harvest--mostly for local use--was 
underway. Plantiags of most vegetables were slowed 
although potato and watermelon plantings were 
active. Muddy conditions in the Texas Lower 

Rio Grande Valley delayed pepper and lettuce 
harvests. Rains benefited cabbage and carrots. 
Onions continue to make good to excellent growth. 
Light supplies of broccoli and spinach were 
available. In the San Antonio Winter Garden 
area, cabbage and carrot harvests remain active, 
while broccoli and cauliflower supplies were 
light. Broccoli harvest was active in the Cali- 
fornia Salanis and Santa Maria areas, while 
cauliflower, celery, and carrot harvests were 
winding down. Lettuce cutting was slow in the 
Imperial Valley and light in the Palo Verde Valley. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Cold and freezing tem- 
peratures along with dry or muddy conditions in 
some areas left pastures and ranges in fair to 
poor condition over much of the South. Small 
grain grazing in the southern Great Plains was 
light to moderate, but overgrazing was wide- 
spread. In Florida, pastures continue to provide 
very poor to fair grazing due to slow growth 
from cold temperatures and moisture shortages. 
Normal supplemental feeding continues in the 
northern States, while in much of the South and 
Southwest increased feeding was needed to main- 
tain the current condition of livestock. 
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Temperature and Precipitation Data for the Week Ending Midnight, L.s.t., Dec. 28, 1975 
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STATE SUMMARIES OF WEATHER AND AGRICULTURE 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by SRS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service, NOAA. 


ALABAMA: Temperatures averaged 3° below normal. 
Front passed through on 25th bringing rain and 
cooler temperatures. Rainfall amounts ranged from 
1.65 to 0.43 in. Most rain fell on 25th. 

Farm work consisted of care and feeding of 
livestock and poultry. Some harvesting of remain- 
ing crops, putting out lime and fertilizer as 
weather permitted and other chores. Soil mois- 
ture supplies adequate most areas, but in few 
counties surpluses still exist. Few scattered 
fields of cotton, corn, and soybeans remain to be 
harvested. Vegetables suffered some damage due 
to low temperatures. Pecan harvest almost com- 
plete. Small grains and winter grazing crops in 
fair to good condition. Pastures in fair condi- 
tion. Livestock in fair to good condition. 
Farmers continue to feed large amounts of hay 
and silage. 

ARIZONA: Precipitation early week, clearing 24th. 
Heaviest precipitation in southeast, southern 
mountains. Snow level near 6,000 ft. Tempera- 
tures near normal except 1 to 4° below in north- 
west. 

Farm work mostly cotton clean up, seeding 
wheat, barley. Residue disposal continued. Cot- 
ton harvest 90 to 95% complete. Sorghum harvest 
virtually complete. Wheat, barley seeding con- 
tinues, good stands on early fields. Hay harvest 
seasonally slow, many fields used for pasture. 
Sugarbeet development unusually well advanced. 
Harvest lettuce, cabbage, broccoli active Yuma. 
Immature*‘lettuce, cabbage, broccoli, carrots 
satisfactory progress. Red chili harvest nearing 
completion, Cochise County. Mixed vegetables 
harvest seasonal progress. Harvest navels, grape- 
fruit, lemons Yuma, Salt River Valley. Cattle, 
calves fair to good condition. Ranges supplying 
below average amounts. Rains helped soil mois- 
ture, but still dry. Stock water short, ranchers 
hauling water. 


Temperatures ranged from 1 to 7° below 
normal. Extremes: 65 and 19°. Precipitation 
general, from 0.30 to 1.68 in. : 

Farming activities were near standstill for 
the holiday week. Precipitation fell most areas 
beginning on 24th. Snow blanketed northern areas 
on Christmas Day. Farmers repairing equipment 
and feeding livestock. Pastures provided little 
forage. 


ARKANSAS: 


CALIFORNIA: Occasional precipitation northwest, 
in the north and central 21st and 22d, and south 
2ist. Totals 1.00 in. northern mountains, 0.50 
in. north coast, and 0.25 in. or less other areas. 
Cooling Central Valley late week. Highs mostly 
upper 40's and 50's Central Valley, 65 to 75 low 
southeast deserts, and 50's and low 60's coastal 
valleys. Lows 30's to low 40's Central Valley 
and coastal valleys and low southeast deserts. 
Small grains need moisture for growth and 
germination. Cotton mostly harvested except Im- 
perial Valley. Ground preparation ahead of normal. 
Pruning and dormant spray application general. 
Dry weather causing early irrigation. Navel orange 
harvest increasing, size small,good color. Desert 
grapefruit maturing slowly. Mandarin and date 
harvest continue. Lemons need moisture to improve 
size in Santa Barbara area. Broccoli active, 
cauliflower, celery winding down Salinas. Broc- 
coli active Santa Maria. Celery active south 


Carrots seasonally slow. Lettuce cutting 
slow Imperial Valley, light Palo Verde Valley. 
Fresh market tomatoes nearing completion. Supsnor- 
mal moisture, cool temperatures hindering forage 
growth. Supplemental feeding maintaining produc- 
tion. Calving, lambing continuing. 


coast. 


COLORADO: Storm on 21st followed by a more intense 
storm 23d and 24th, centered south and west re- 
sponsible for widespread snow. Precipitation 
Trinidad 0.22 in., Springfield 0.14 in. Tempera- 
tures above normal east, below normal south and 
southwest, remainder near normal. 

Cattle continue to forage where possible with 
supplemental feed required. 


FLORIDA: 
Slowly by weekend. 
normal with frost north and central. 
generally light to moderate. 

Soil moisture mostly short. Harvest of most 
field crops virtually complete. Sugarcane har- 
vest full swing. Small grains good condition. 
Growth slow due to cold weather. Some land be- 
ing prepared. Pastures continue to provide very 
poor to fair grazing throughout. Some Panhandle 
and southern areas mostly fair condition, central 
localities showing stress from rather severe 
moisture shortage and browning from frost. Cat- 
tle, calves in fair condition, supplemental feed- 
ing prevalent. Citrus trees generally good con- 
dition. Temperatures varied with traditionally 
cold spots upper growing area, sub-freezing with 
some reported slush ice in fruit. No fruit loss 
should occur with the advanced fruit maturity. 
Cold induced good fruit color and tree dormancy. 
Harvest full swing for processing and fresh. 

Some irrigation still being applied following 
light, general rains. Vegetable crops continued 
to suffer from cold temperatures through midweek. 
Light frost and leafburn damage. Plant growth 
and fruit maturity coupled with the holiday lull 
reduced total volume nearly 50%. All crops down 
Sharply in volume. Quality, yields generally 
good. Plantings slowed, expected to return to 
normal next week. Potato and watermelon plant- 
ing active. Fall cucumber production declining 
seasonally. Strawberry harvest underway, mostly 
local use. 


Mostly cold weather prevailed warming 
Temperatures averaged below 
Rainfall 


GEORGIA: Temperatures averaged 7 to 10° below 
normal statewide. Warmest 71° at Alma on Christ- 
mas Day, coldest 10° at Blairsville on 23d. 
Rainfall mainly late week, average 1.00 to 2.00 
in. north and 0.50 to 1.00 in. central and south. 
Temperatures remained cold at night and modified 
during afternoons. Little or no precipitation 
over weekend. 

Very little fieldwork due to cold, wet weather 
and Christmas activities. Small grains fair to 
good. Pastures and cattle fair condition after 
some deterioration due to weather. 


IDAHO: Temperatures averaged 1 to 8° below nor- 
mal southwest and from near normal to 6° above 
remainder. Fog southwest and north held tempera- 
tures down early week, warming trend thereafter. 
Maxima mid 50's to mid 40's. Minima mostly teens 
and subteens, but with some temperatures in lower 
20's north and Magic Valley. Precipitation ranged 
from 0.22 in. above normal Lewiston and from 0.01 
to 0.33 in. below normal elsewhere. 
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Limited field activity due to inclement weather. 
Lambing and calving remain active. Feed supplies 
excellent. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 3 to 5° above normal north, 
near normal central, 2° below normal south. Pre- 
cipitation light north, moderate central and 
south. Snow 26th and weekend. 

Soil moisture adequate most areas. Winter wheat 
condition good to excellent. Livestock good conz-- 
condition, mostly good feeding weather thus far. 


Snow and ice storm crossed central and 
north.Christmas Day. Snow cover 2 to 4 in., but 
much drifting. Daily high temperatures averaged 
a. 5° below normal; daily low temperatures aver- 
aged 26°, 4° above normal. Temperature extremes 
10 to 47”. Precipitation from 0.40 north to 1.00 
in. south. Very little sun. Soils frozen 2 to 
5 in. 

Fieldwork nil. Major activities: 
cleaning barns and chores. 


INDIANA. 


Snow removal, 


IOWA: Minor daily changes in temperatures, 3 to 
7° above normal. Two to 4 in. snow, extreme 
southern counties, 27th and 28th. Occasional very 
light snow or flurries in some parts throughout 
week. Brief period of freezing drizzle south. 
Liquid precipitation 0.10 in. below normal west 
to 0.33 in. below normal east. 

Snow and wet conditions halted fieldwork. 
Most farm activity is care of livestock. 


KANSAS: Temperatures averaged 32° east and cen- 
tral, 35° west, or 7° above normal northwest to 
near normal south central. Precipitation amounts 
ranged from over 0.33 in. over parts of central 
through southeast to trace or less over western 
third. 

Wheat condition unchanged. Good in east, poor 
to fair in west. Topsoil moisture generally ade- 
quate. Subsoil moisture adequate east, short 
west. Minimal blowing in south central. Some 
greenbug activity. Cattle on stubble fields and 
some supplemental feeding. 


KENTUCKY: Temperatures dropped into low teens 
early week and climbed into 40's past midweek. 
Temperatures averaged in low 30's. Precipita- 
tion occurred as rain or snow latter half, totals 
from near 0.25 in., at Paducah to 1.50 in. at 
Bowling Green. 

Farm activity limited to winter care of live- 
stock and getting tobacco ready for market. 
Bulking down tobacco and stripping active when 
moisture and humidity were favorable. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 9 to 13° below normal. 
Maximum temperatures generally highest on 27th. 
Rain over entire State at midweek, amounts be- 
tween 0.50 and 1.50 in. Temperature extremes: 
65° on 27th and 27% morning of 27th. 

Agricultural activities mainly routine chores 
and care of livestock. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: Temperatures averaged 1 
to 7° below normal. Highs, low 60's; lows, low 
20's. Western Maryland had -3° for low. Pre- 
cipitation ranged from 0.01 to 1.51 in. 

Normal chores and repairs were major activi- 
ties. Moisture supplies adequate. Some cattle 
still on pastures. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures throughout ranged from 
normal to 3° above normal, but below normal in 
southeast Lower. Maximum daily in low mid-30's 
Lower and mid-20's to low 30's over Upper. Mini- 


mum daily ranged from 14° below zero at Stambaugh 
to 20° above zero at Traverse City. Precipita- 
tion ranged from 0.49 in. at Detroit to a trace 
at Alpena. Average precipitation 0.16 in. over 
Lower and 0.10 in. over Upper. 

Feeding livestock and farm chores main farm- 
ing activity during the Christmas week. 


MINNESOTA: A mild, dry week. Temperatures 
averaged 6° above normal southeast to 9° above 
normal northwest. Extremes: 32 to -8°. Pre- 
cipitation traces to a few hundredths, Only 
significant new snow 1.5 in. Extreme north 
central. Snow on ground at week's end; 8 to 12 
in. Northeast, 4 to 7 in. Southwest into Cen- 
tral; and traces to 3 in. elsewhere. 

Mild conditions favorable for winter care and 
management of livestock. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures averaging 9° below 
normal. Extremes: 66 and 12°. Greatest 24 
hour rainfall was 1.89 in. at Jackson on 24th 
and 25th. 

Soil moisture supplies are adequate to sur- 
plus. Fieldwork 3.3 days suitable. Cotton 
94% harvested, 89% 1974, 97% average. Soybeans 
98% harvested, 94% 1974, 96% average. Pecans 
95% harvested, 94% 1974. Pastures in poor to 
fair condition. Livestock in mostly fair con- 
dition. Hay and roughage supplies mostly 
adequate, feed grain supplies short to adequate. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures averaged around normal, 
Precipitation averaged over 1.00 in. Bootheel 
and a trace Northwest Prairie. Precipitation 
light elsewhere except for 0.50 in. east Ozarks. 

Major farm activities consist of winter care 
and management of livestock. 


MONTANA: Unseasonably warm, temperatures aver- 
aged 5° above normal all areas. Precipitation 
light and scattered. 

Winter wheat condition fair to good. Wind 
damage to date light. Snow cover protection 
variable, mostly fair. Livestock condition good. 

Grazing open some areas, difficult in others. 
About 70% cattle and 80% sheep receiving supple- 
mental feed. Livestock feed supplies for balance 
of winter adequate, surplus some areas. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 3 to 5° above normal. 
Light snow over central and east 26th through 
28th. 


NEVADA: Precipitation light. Trace snow north- 
west to 4 in. northeast. Temperatures averaged 
6° above normal south to 4° above north. 
Extremes: Logandale 65°, Ely 4°. 

Livestock doing well with very little supple- 
mental feeding necessary. 


NEW ENGLAND: Double-barrelled storm ended 22nd 
deposited up to 24 in. snow much of New England 
including some southern areas. Another storm 
toward weekend left few inches north, some south- 
ern areas measured 2.00 in. of rain which changed 
to freezing rain causing hazardous traveling con- 
ditions. Temperatures extremes with below zero 
temperatures 24th and 25th except southeastern 
New England. On 26th temperatures rose into 50's 
parts of southern New England. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures averaged 4 to 6° below 
normal. Averages 25° north, 30° south and 32° 
coastal. Extremes: 3° at Freehold 25th and 

56° Canoe Brook on 26th. Precipitation totals 
0.80 in. above normal, except near normal along 
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coast. Snow on 23rd at various locations cen- 
tral and north, up to 2 in. measured at Charlot- 
teburg and Belvidere before turning to rain on 
Christmas Day. 

Caring for livestock and regular farm chores. 


NEW MEXICO: General storms with light to mode- 
rate precipitation 23rd and 24th and in central 
mountains and eastern plains on 28th. Precipi- 
tation totals a few hundredths northwest to 0.75 
in. south central. No major temperatures except 
considerably colder north and east on 28th. Tem- 
peratures averaged within a few degrees of late 
December normals. 

Soil moisture condition remained short. Cot- 
ton and pecan harvest complete for all practical 
purposes. Winter wheat, barley fair to good. 
Ranges fair. Cattle,sheep good, some supplemen- 
tal feeding. 


NEW YORK: Temperatures first half week below 
zero, second palf more moderate. Raybrook had 
26° on 24th, most other areas below zero. Snow 
covered Upstate through week with additional 
snowfall 25th central and southern areas. 
Moderate to heavy snowfall 26th in north. 
Rain on 26th central and south diminished snow 
depths. Week ended fair and moderately cold. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures averaged 2 to 6° 
below normal. Precipitation widespread ranging 
from 1.00 to 2.00 in. 

Soybean harvest 94% complete, 1974 97%, average 
92%. Days suitable fieldwork averaged 2.7. Soil 
moisture adequate to surplus. Small grains most- 
ly good to fair. Planting virtually complete. 
Pastures poor to good. Flue-cured tobacco bed 
preparation well along. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures ranged from 12° above 
normal northwest to 1° above normal southeast. 
High 43°, low -10°. Precipitation varied from 
0.04 in. above normal northwest, normal north 
céntral and central; elsewhere from 0.13 to 0.03 
in. below normal. Most precipitation 0.22 in. 


THIS 


7A.4..8 


RL. 
COOPERATIVE STATIONS. NO A 
AMALYZE THE 
THE DOTTED LINE SHOWS THE LIMIT OF 
COVER. 


12 ad 4 


AP IS BASED UPON OBSERVATIONS TAKEN AT + 
.B.S.T. AT NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE _— 
EARLIER MEASUREMENTS AT SELECTED 
1S MADE TO 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN AREA IN DETAIL. 
LAST 


Supplemented by earlier measurements at selected 
cooperative stations. 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 


Weekend temperatures above normal with scattered 
snow showers or freezing drizzle. 

Farmers and ranchers working cattle and market- 
ing crops and livestock, Most livestock receiv- 
ing supplemental feed. 


Winter weather. Mostly cloudy skies pre- 
vailed. Snow flurries daily early week, winter 
storm watch in effect for Christmas. Snow total- 
ing 9 in. at Van Wert and 5 in. at Toledo. 
Elsewhere over north 1 to 3 in. No appreciable 
snow outside of snow belt areas of north. Rain 
fell over south, nearly 1.00 in. at Cincinnati. 
Week ended with cloudy, overcast skies and snow 
flurries. Temperatures near normal. 


OHIO: 


Temperatures averaged 2 to 6° below 
Precipitation averaged from 0.07 in. 
Weekend cold 


OKLAHOMA : 
normal. 
Panhandle to 1.48 in. southeast. 
with rain or snow in most areas. 
Wheat continues good to fair condition,but 
growth stopped by cold; soils dry in many major 
wheat areas. Greenbug infestations widespread, 
and some damage evident despite rather heavy 
spray program. Grazing down as cold weather 
stopped growth. Cotton harvest near 75% complete, 
56% year ago. Soybean and sorghum harvest near- 
ly complete. Supplemental feeding widespread 
as range grasses used up or low quality. Cattle 
condition good to fair. 


OREGON: Above normal with greatest departures in 
west half. Extremes: upper 50's, low 20's west, 
upper 40's, teens east. Precipitation averaged 
3.00 to 4.00 in. along coast, ranged 1.25 to 
2.00 in. western valleys, 0.20 to 0.30 in. east. 

Growers spraying grain, pear tree pruning, 
berry pruning, and overhauling equipment. Onions 
and potatoes moving out of storage. Feeding cat- 
tle. Feed supplies adequate. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Coldest weather since mid-February 
early week. Cloudy conditions and snow Christ- 
mas Day, 1 to 5 in. snowfall accumulated before 
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turning to rain that continued through 26th. 

Total precipitation 1.00 to 2.00 in. most areas 

and up to 2.40 in. at Allentown. Temperatures 

averaged near to 6° below normal north with ex- 

tremes -12° north central to 54° east central. 
Farmers doing normal winter chores. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 1.13 in. 
Highest weekly total 3.78 in. at Pico Del Este- 
luquillo. Highest 24-hour total 1.72 in. at 
Corozal. Temperatures averaged 75° on coasts and 
69° interior. Extremes: 87 and 54°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures averaged below nor- 
mal, ranging from below normal early to near 
normal late week. Precipitation averaged 2.00 
in. mountains to 1.00 in. elsewhere. Most pre- 
cipitation late week. 

Seasonal lull in farming activities. Apple 
tree pruning nearly complete. Some peach tree 
pruning. Tobacco bed fumigation. Normal win- 
ter chores. 
SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures averaged 2 to 10° 
above normal. Extremes: 50° Oral 22d, 1° Camp 
Crook 22d. Fog cover in morning common. Preci- 
pitation in forms of rain, freezing drizzle, and 
snow varied, ranging from 0.33 in. Winner to 
generally less than 0.10 in. elsewhere. 

Feeding and caring for livestock main activi- 
ty. Repairing machinery and attending sales. 


TENNESSEE: High pressure dominated early week, 
at midweek low pressure caused rainfall most 
areas. Amounts ranged from 1.00 to 2.00 in. 
Late week traces of snow and rain fell. Warming 
occurred, but temperatures averaged 2 to 5° be- 
low normal. 

General farmwork and caring for livestock 
the main activities. 


TEXAS: Temperatures within 2° of normal over 
State ranging from upper 30's north to upper 50's 
Lower Rio Grande Valley. Rainfall normal, ranged 
from 1.00 in. east to less than 0.10 in. west. 
Rainfall averaged 1.00 in. central, 2.00 to 4.00 
in. southeast. 

Wheat, oats received moderate to heavy mois- 
ture midweek. Most stands need warm weather 
and are furnishing moderate to light grazing with 
overstocking widespread. Cotton harvest rapidly 
nearing completion even though set back at mid- 
week because of ice and snow. Wheat continues 
Slow growth, furnish short grazing High Plains 
due to short moisture and cold weather. Recent 
rain, snow furnished light moisture High Plains, 
good to excellent moisture elsewhere. Greenbug 
still heavy enough to require control measures. 
Oats: made moderate growth from Low Plains south 
and grazing available, but many fields overstock- 
ed. Cotton harvest 96% complete, well ahead of 
90% in 1974 and average 87%. Harvest made good 
progress before ice, snow on High, Low Plains 
brought operations to standstill. Gins able 
catch up with backlogs ginning ricks and modules. 

Lower Rio Grande Valley: Muddy fields slowed 
pepper, lettuce harvest. Rains beneficial to 
cabbage, carrots. Onions continue make good to 
excellent progress. Few late cucumbers, toma- 
toes still being picked. Broccoli, spinach, 
available light supply. Cabbage supplies con- 
tinue increase. San Antonio-Winter Garden: Cab- 
bage, carrot harvests remain active. Light 
supplies broccoli, cauliflower available. Spi- 
nach harvest continues seasonal increase. 

Onions continue make satisfactory growth. 
Laredo: Onions continue make good progress. 
Pecan harvest virtually complete south central 





and central. Harvest activity concentrated 
Cross-Timbers, along Red River. Citrus har- 
vest slowed by rain. Excellent rains covered 
State southeast of Low Plains. Warm weather 
needed small grain fields, pastures to respond. 
Moderate grazing available wheat, oat stands, 
but growth slow, overstocking common. Moderate 
to-héeavy feeding underway most areas helping 
maintain livestock condition. 


UTAH: Precipitation during midweek throughout. 
Amounts generally light, ranging from just mea- 
surable western deserts to 0.46 in. north central. 
Temperature averages 1° below normal, greatest 
departure was 8° below normal in Uintah Basin. 

Routine chores, care and feeding of livestock 
were major agricultural activities. Most far- 
mers and ranchers took time off to enjoy 
Christmas. Sugarbeet processing continuous, also 
sorting, grading and marketing of potatoes, dry 
onions and apples from storage. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures averaged 6° below normal. 
Extremes: 62 and 6°. Precipitation averaged 
0.75 to 1.50 in. Freezing rain, sleet caused 
power failure, damaged trees central and west. 

Harvest corn, soybeans, sorghum, late seed- 
ing wheat, cover crops, all virtually complete. 
Livestock moved winter feeding areas. All to- 
bacco markets closed holidays. Preparing burley, 
fire-cured, sun-cured tobacco for sales when 
warehouses re-open. Machinery repairs, cutting 
firewood, general farm chores. Hunting active 
during holiday season, 


WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures near normal. 
Precipitation above normal. 

Soil saturated from recent floods and follow- 
ing showers. Silting extensive in pastures. 
Flood damaged areas still assessing cattle and 
hay losses. Pruning and tying caneberries. 
East: Temperatures near normal. Precipitation 
slightly above normal. 

Activities in orchards: Pruning, tree remo- 
val, and rodent control. Temperatures barely 
low enough to maintain winter hardiness of trees. 
Rain in far east areas caused standing water and 
some erosion. However, most moisture went into 
the ground. Livestock in good shape although 
feed lots are muddy. Feed and hay supplies 
adequate. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures 1 to 5° below nor- 
mal. Precipitation above normal north, below 
normal south and central. Precipitation was 
snow early week changing to rain. 

Farm activity limited to necessary chores and 
feeding and caring for livestock. 


WISCONSIN: Scattered snow flurries throughout, 
mainly north and west. Some freezing drizzle 
evening of 22d west central and north on 25th 
and 26th. Light snow southeast on afternoon of 
24th. One inch accumulation Milwaukee and south, 
Generally mild temperatures prevailed. North 
and north central dipped 5° by weekend. 


WYOMING: Cool, dry most areas. 
ern half 1 to 5° below normal. East, temperatures 
warmer near to slightly normal. Precipitation 
very sparse. Most areas 0.05 to 0.10 in. below 
normal and some as much as 0.30 in. 

Strong winds,dry soils, cause some soil blow- 
ing east which could use moisture. Increased 
supplemental feeding livestock west with snow 
cover. Hay, roughage supplies generally ade- 
quate. Livestock good condition. Care and 
feeding livestock major activity. 


Coolest west- 
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